Magister Whitchurch

Phaethon story – SUMMARY NOTES

I. There is a sun god in Greco-Roman tradition named Phoebus, this is another name for Apollo

1. Apollo had a child by Clymene 
an ocean nymph his name was Phaethon
II. Because Apollo is occupied with making the sun shine, when Phaethon tells others who his father is they do not believe him. 
1. Phaethon wants proof to show those who pester him about not having a father. He goes to Phoebus very sad 
and there Phoebus promises Phaethon that he will grant him anything he asks.
2. Phaethon, desiring proof, asks to operate the chariot that carries the sun across the sky.

3. Apollo tries to warn Phaethon how dangerous this is, but Phaethon insists

4. READ TO STUDENTS: Lines 48 – 79 (p. 30) “you ask for power beyond your strength and years ...” See other outlined sections on pp. 30 -31
5. Because Apollo can not withdraw his promise to grant any wish that Phaethon asks, he relents – reluctantly

6. Apollo leads him to the chariot and gives him final instructions “ go easy on the whip, hard on the reins – do not ride too high or too low”
III. Horses shoot into the sky, 
but they notice a difference in the weight they are accustomed to drawing – this gives them the impression that they are running free

1. Chariot flies high into the skies to burn the constellations; the bear the serpent, etc

2. Soon Phaethon is stunned by all the light and the movement. When he sees the scorpion, he drops the reins in terror

3. The horses run wild and plummet down right next to the earth; As he rushes past the mountain tops he burns away all the vegetation there, as he rushes past N. Africa he scorches Eithopia and causes their sking to be burned black, then the chariot scorches the earth and creates the Sahara

4. The earth catches on fire, causing its personified goddess – Gaia 
to scream out in complaint to Jupiter/Zeus until she could no longer speak from the smoke

IV. Jupiter responds by throwing a lightning bolt at the chariot, smashing it and sending Phaethon  screaming to the ground, looking like a shooting star to those on the ground
V. He lands in a river and his sisters, river nymphs, bury him in sorrow and write upon the stone over his tomb: read from p. 38 in book

1. The sorrow that his sisters feel is so deep that they continue to weep at his tomb for days and days until eventually they find that they can no longer move their feet, then their shins, thighs etc. 
2. They become trees but continue to weep – their tears turn to amber
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