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Battlefield teachers inspiring students to register, vote as soon as eligible

By BARBARA NORKLS
Qngarder Staf

America is known for its free-
doms and itz inalienable rights,
including the right to vote. Battle-
field High School seniors who um
1% by Election Day will be able 1o
viate for the first time, if they reg-
istered in me.

Chris Newman actually regis-
tered to vote when he was 17; he
will be 18 by Nov. 6. Chris said
being able to vole “makes me feel
a little more responsible, a little
more grown up.” OF course, in his
spirit-day costume Chris admamed
he didn’t ook growm up.

Chiriz 15 senous, though, about
his voting privilege, “We talked
ahout it in government class and
[Mr. Whitchurch] gave us a slip to
register to vote. He said, if you
wanl 1o register o vode, vou can do
it through us. I thought it was a
goidd idea” Chras is looking for-
ward to the presidential election
next vear but gdmitted, 1 haven't
thought that far ahead.”

Brtan Whitchurch, Chns® U5,
and Viggima government teacher,
i5 in his first, full year as a high
school teacher, He checked into
Virgmia's requirements for voler
registration and shared the mfor-
mation with his stedents. He told
his students they could actually

Tt

Eattiafield High Schieol senbor James McLain turned 18 in May. He plans to vote in

what he thirks will be a historical election,

regisier (o vate as 17 year olds, as
long as they turned 1§ before the
Mow, 6 election day,

Whitchurch, who 15 not from
VYirginia, said he checked the
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county Web site o get the informa-
tion, “I'm learning as I go, [ think
that im some ways, registration
is0't sel up moa way 17- and 18-
year-olds can understand it They

are used to having so0 much acces-
sibility via the Internct, but there's
no online registration available,”

That"s why he decided 1o
make the voter registration slips
available to students who could
then send them in.

“In a way,” he said, "it's sort
of scary to think that, to a certain
degree, | have these students and
try to teach them why they should
be good citizens. It's kind of daunt-
ing, and [ look forward to the chal-

]

lenge. :

Whitchurch is’one of several
government teachers at Bailefield
High. Shane Jemigan, who also
teaches at the Haymarket high
school, confessed he loves politics.
"I think it’s great. I'm s0 excited,”
he said talking about the election
and the new voters at Battlefield.
“One [student] came wp and
showed me his voter card he just
gol in the mail,” be shared enthu-
s1astically.

Jernigan knows that it’s a
politician’s job to get elected. He
realizes new teen volers don't vote
en mass enough to draw the poli-
ticEans’ attention,

He hopes he cun inspire his
students with the desire to voie as
soon a8 they're eligible, He does
that by keeping his students up-
dated on election events. “In the
classroom, we just started our 1o-
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¢l and state unit. They are bring-
ing in mailers (from politicians)
trom home. We analyze what they
say and why they do what they
do,” he said.

Jemnigan is watching the state
senale race between incumbent
Chuck Colgan (D=29) and Bob
FitzSimmonds; he thinks it will e
especially interesting. 1 have [the
students | check out their Web sie
and see what their message is and
what their issues are,” he shared.
Before election day. he will have
the students participate ima mock
vod B0 see how their results match
the election’s outcome.

The ¢lass will keep aclose cye
on the general election and what
the resulis mean for the state house
and senate. “Probably at the end of
Movember, early December we
will start looking at presidential
race,” Jemigan said.

Senior James McLain regis-
tered to vote in August; hie termed
I8 in May. He's locking forward to
the 2008 presidential election, *1
think this [election] 15 impartant
because it’s a presidential. | was at
the DMV amd thoughn I would reg-
ister.” he sand.

James iz excited about the
coming election. “There's a lot of
different people running. 1 think
it's going 1o be a historical elec-
tion,” he sand. James said no one
specifically encouraged him to
vore. T was af the DMV, and they

askoed mee if | had registered to vote,
andd I hacdn't; 5o 1 did.™
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